Advanced Placement English

 Course Description
Content:     
The course offers students the opportunity to earn college credit in a high school setting and, as such, contains mature subject matter and methods of assessment.  Emphasis will be placed on a student’s demonstration of critical thinking skills and problem solving abilities.  A Socratic method will be used in classroom discussions of the texts assigned.  Although it would be impossible to attempt to discuss all authors recommended by the College Board, students will draw from a diverse group, including, but not limited to the following major works:


Literature as Experience (Anthology)


The Essay Connection (Anthology)


Sound and Sense: Poetry (Anthology)


The Tragedy of Macbeth

The Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark

The Metamorphosis
“The Death of Ivan Illych”

Heart of Darkness

Waiting for Godot

“Master and Man”
Various Short Stories (Poe, Gilman, Hawthorne, Twain, etc.)
Additional works necessitated by individual student research papers*


Compositions will stress the analysis and evaluation of literary works.  The culminating writing activity of the first semester will be a research-based author study.  The culminating writing activity of the second semester will be comprehensive and cumulative essay questions or a student centered research project.

Notebook upkeep is mandatory


During the second semester, students will receive instruction to prepare them to take the AP English Literature and Composition exam scheduled during the morning of ___________________.

Materials:
Students must bring the following to class each and every day:
1 ½” or 2” three-ring hard cover binder including five divider tabs and loose leaf paper, a blue or black ink pen, a red pen, a pencil, a highlighter (note:  although students will utilize highlighters as a tool for reading and study, they are not permitted to use highlighters on the AP examination), and an issued agenda planner.

Grading Policy:
Grades will be determined through test and quiz results, individual oral presentations, short written assignments, extended written assignments, note taking skills (your binder), and class participation.  Because class participation is so important to discussion, students must come to class with homework and reading assignments prepared and on time.  Failure to demonstrate adequate preparation will lower grades in direct proportion to the lack of preparation.  

For each of the four (4) marking periods:

Minor Grades = 50%:

· 25% quizzes and short in class writing assignments

· 25% engagement in class discussions and daily preparation, including homework
Major Grades = 50%:


· Research papers, oral presentations, group projects and some individual in-class tests

Homework:
Overnight and extended assignments will be graded and deadlines strictly adhered to; one overnight assignment is allowed an extenuating circumstance but only if the claim is made to the instructor before homeroom on the date the assignment is due; otherwise, no late assignments other than related to a full day’s legal absence.  
Tests:
Major grade papers are announced and reflect the content of the works assigned, class discussions, minor tests such as reading checks, quizzes, some essay responses, notebook check, etc., are infrequently announced and do not qualify for an extenuating circumstance waiver.

Make Up Work:   
Any missed work is the responsibility of the student and must be made up at the instructor’s convenience.  Please do not wait until class to ask what needs to be done, come in before homeroom to make an appointment or check the class website.
Appointments:    Any student desiring a meeting with the teacher, in other than a case of emergency, may request an appointment for uninterrupted attention; appointments are granted on a first come first serve basis.

Behavior:
Students are expected to arrive on time (see Student Handbook for consequences for tardiness) and are to be prepared to participate (homework done, appropriate text, binder, ink pen in working order, etc.).


Please take the time to read the following regarding academic integrity and the consequences of plagiarism:
When a student submits any work for academic credit, s/he makes an implicit claim that the work is wholly her/his own, done without the assistance of any person or source not explicitly noted, and that the work has not previously been submitted for academic credit in any area.


Students are free to study, and encouraged, to work together on homework assignments unless specifically instructed not to by the instructor.  In the case of tests, quizzes, essays and papers, etc., the student also implicitly claims that s/he obtained no prior unauthorized information about such assessment opportunities, and neither gives nor obtains any assistance concerning evaluations.  Moreover, a student shall not prevent others from completing their work.


Any intentional misrepresentation of ideas will in all probability result in a zero for the assignment, not a second chance (see Student Handbook).

Finally, the list that follows identifies behaviors you can demonstrate that result in success:

1. Get to know what the instructor expects, his procedures and priorities.

2. Come to class with necessary materials, and in rare cases where an item must be borrowed, make arrangements before the start of class (with a fellow classmate if possible).

3. Respect the needs, feelings, personal space, and property of all others, both in and out of the classroom.

4. Use your time wisely; start the task promptly and stay on task until it’s completed.

5. Know what the task or purpose/goal is for each assignment.

6. Know both the format and content of major grade assignments early enough to make the deadline.

7. Expect the unexpected and plan for it.

8. Analyze how you contributed to causing a disappointing situation and brainstorm for behaviors you have control over that could produce a better result in the future.

9. Analyze your progress and keep a record of your grades (both good and bad).

10. Go to the instructor as soon as you realize or even anticipate a problem in performing a task or meeting a deadline.

11. Attend class regularly and participate actively and often.

12. Establish a relationship with at least one reliable classmate who will act as your “eyes and ears” and messenger when you are absent.

13. Keep an organized, complete, and easy to use notebook, which will serve as a review book and an aide to absent students as well as you.

14. Do one activity at a time, whenever possible.  For example, do nothing but listen when directions are being given.
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Declaration:
I have read and understand the above policies, expectations, and guidelines.

Signature of Student







Date

Signature of Parent or Guardian






Date

A.P. English 1st Semester Schedule

Reading and Writing Assignments

· Although most assignments are listed here, details are not provided.  More will be expected to complement the given assignments as they arise.  The instructor has the right to change the syllabus; and notice will be provided the students if changes are deemed necessary.

Week #1:

SKILLS ~ introduction to literary response and the variety of critical responses; close reading.

· Introductory information: course description, materials needed (Binder), homework agenda and syllabus reviewed, “get to know me” posts and activity; familiarity with classroom website (Webquest).

· Close readings of “Concerning Dreams and Nightmares” and “What the Moon Brings” with online responses.

· Socratic approach discussion introduced.

Week #2:

SKILLS ~ critical analysis for the short form / story, poetry; time management and organization; close reading and re-reading for critical response.

THEME ~ deceptive appearances

· Analyze various readings for “A&P” and discussion of the class’s critical responses

· Critical analysis writing rubric

· The Tragedy of Macbeth (re-reading from the first read in 11th grade) – Shakespeare a second time = analysis at AP level.  Outlines of the drama due; first three Acts due

· “The Reader” by Richard Wilbur – emphasizes value of reading and re-reading; students will use this piece to evaluate their feelings and responses to Shakespeare

Week #3:

SKILLS ~ the drama, Shakespearean tragedy, character analysis, binder / note organization for the course

THEME ~ building fair and/or foul deceptive appearances…

· Notes on traits of the Shakespearean hero (anti-hero)

· Binder organization with the use of table of contents including the following sections Notes and Outlines, Tests and Quizzes, Homework assignments by title, Writing and Literary Analysis, AP Exam misc.
· Reading check for Macbeth and introductory discussion
· Response assignment:  King Macbeth’s “Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow…” soliloquy.
· Longer response: Lady Macbeth and Macbeth – Fair and / or Foul?
Week #4:

SKILLS ~ Comparison / Contrast; thesis development

THEME ~ building on power, corruption, and redemption

· Macbeth character responses – peer evaluate and self evaluate on the critical analysis rubric

· Macbeth in class response test (strategies for time management during testing)

· close reading of Hawthorne’s “Young Goodman Brown” with online responses and discussion

· Longer response on “Young Goodman Brown” – the aspect of power.
· Compare / contrast “Young Goodman Brown” and The Tragedy of Macbeth – power, corruption, redemption…
Week #5:

SKILLS ~ the dramatic form and structure; comparison / contrast; close reading.

· Hamlet discussion

· Hamlet as the tragic hero – comparison / contrast with previous characters
· Poetics of Hamlet – notes on Shakespeare’s rhyme, meter, stage directions
· Structure – microcosm, mesocosm, macrocosm and the Machiavellian villain
· Reading response to poetics and structure of Hamlet (use of class notes)
· “To be or not to be..” discussion and response in class
· Complete reading due next week
Week #6:

SKILLS ~ dramatic performance evaluation – plot structure / stage structure, character analysis via comparison and contrast

THEME ~ the role of women in Shakespeare’s tragedies; feminist criticism

· Ophelia discussion and response to her character; Ophelia and Gertrude’s roles

· Viewing of Mel Gibson’s, Hamlet after school with performance evaluation
· Hamlet reading check
Week #7:

SKILLS ~ thesis development; major paper organization; comparison / contrast structure

· Major response in character analysis assigned:

· Writing process – thesis development, outling, drafting, peer and teacher conferences, revising and editing this week and next.
Week #8:

SKILLS ~ major paper organization / compilation; close reading of short stories

· writing process continued – major paper due this week

· Nathaniel Hawthorne’s short story, “The Birthmark” assigned for close reading and short answer responses
Week #9:

SKILLS ~ writing and note organization; close reading; presentation; comprehensive thinking

THEME ~ human nature and the deep need for control

· Binder checks start this week

· “The Birthmark” reading check
· small group discussions of elements in “The Birthmark”; groups to present their findings; presentation rubric issued and discussed
· Marking Period response assigned – use a work of choice to discuss control / human nature
· Close reading of Charlotte Perkins Gilman’s short story “The Yellow Wallpaper” assigned
Week #10:

SKILLS ~ comparison / contrast; self evaluation; group presentation

THEME ~ control / human nature; feminist, Marxist, structural criticism

· Discussion of “The Yellow Wallpaper” – Socratic approach

· Comparison / contrast notes with “The Yellow Wallpaper” and “The Birthmark”
· In-class free response coming next week – planning strategies discussed this week with in class group practice
· Marking period response due with peer evaluations, using the critical analysis rubric
Week #11:

SKILLS ~ timed testing; studying structure and style (author’s techniques); reading essays (short nonfiction passages)

· In-class free response testing day with next day evaluations

· Complete discussion of “The Yellow Wallpaper” and “The Birthmark” with final group presentation
· The short passage (essays) to study structure and style; analysis of speaker, purpose and means used to achieve purpose – The Essay Connection

· John Leonard’s “The Only Child” assigned for response and discussion
Week #12:

SKILLS ~ analysis of the short passage; organization; time management

ELEMENT, TECHNIQUE, STYLE, STRUCTURE – Building recognition and analysis in reading and writing about literature

· The Essay Connection notes assigned for six essays – small groups to work on this assignment in class.  This is a study in style, structure, purpose, and technique.  For oral presentation next week.

· Presentation rubric given 
Week #13:

SKILLS ~ presentations; workshop-Socratic approach to literature discussion; organization; close reading analysis

· The Essay Connection group presentation and workshop in class

· About Place essay “contest” (personal essay / narrative) introduced

· Short answer and multiple choice test on essays discussed in workshop

Week #14:

SKILLS ~ Thematic review of fiction

· Essays and prose writing (author’s intent, use of language and structure as well as devices)

· Reading assignments from The Essay Connection:

· “Once More to the Lake” E. B. White

· “Learning to Drive” Ann Upperco

· “Love is a Fallacy” Max Shulman

· “University Days” James Thurber

· “That Lean and Hungry Look” Suzanne Britt Jordan

· “The Dead” by James Joyce ~ introduction and biographical information

· Seven questions (student’s choice)

Week #15:

· Group presentations and analysis of selected essays = minor grade

· Begin discussion and notes on “The Dead” ~ Joyce

· Etymology of Joyce’s language / diction

· Symbolism, themes, characterization

· In-class essay on “The Dead” – setting, characterization, theme(s)

Week #16:

· Analysis of setting, scenery; thematic approach to writing

· Allegory and allusion

· Personal essay writing, particularly focused on Nature and the Natural World (one’s place in nature/world).  

· Using assigned reading selections as models

· Annual NCCC About Place Essay Contest submissions.  

Week #17:

SKILLS ~ Process writing, peer revising & editing

· Reading circles and groups.

· Conferences – partners and teacher

· About Place Essays due

Week #18:

THEME BUILDING ~ Isolation and the spirit of man

· Poetry notes and poetry workshop introduction

· Selected poems from Sound & Sense

· “The Red Wheelbarrow”

· “A Dream Deferred”

· “Mirror”

· “Ozymandias”

· “To Autumn”

· “Living in Sin”

· “We Real Cool”

· “Death Be Not Proud”

· Group presentations w/analysis

· AP Exam multiple choice questions practice

Week #19:

· Introduction to “The Death of Ivan Ilych” Tolstoy (text provided)

· Reading and analysis w/ Online responses (Message Boards)

· Selected discussion questions in class.

· AP Exam multiple choice questions practice

· Selected poems from Sound & Sense

· “Out, Out”

· “A Narrow Fellow in the Grass”

· “To the Virgins, to Make Much of Time”

· “Kubla Khan”

· “Do Not Go Gentle Into That Good Night”

· “All Day I Hear”

· “Ex-Basketball Player”

· Group presentations w/ analysis

· AP Exam multiple choice questions practice

A.P. English 2nd Semester Schedule 

Of Reading & Writing Assignments

· Although most assignments are listed here, details are not provided.  More will be expected to complement the given assignments as they arise.  The instructor has the right to change the syllabus; and notice will be provided the students if changes are deemed necessary.

Week #1

· AP Exam prep ~ 2008 AP Exam questions #1 and #2.  

· Close reading reinforcement

· Time management strategies

· Essay question #1 / Essay question #2 (double minor grade)

· Discussion questions for “The Death of Ivan Ilych” used as quiz for MAJOR Grade.  

Week #2

· SKILLS ~ 
Research lessons incorporated with upcoming literature.
· Read; annotate “Master and Man”.  This work will not be exclusively discussed in class as the comparison will be found in individual research papers.  Work on this assignment on your own this week.
· Research in Library TBA
· Poetry notes discussed, elements and styles.
Week #3

· SKILLS ~ Critical reading and analysis

· Outline and reading of “Master and Man” due

· Mini-research paper discussed, expectations, and format(s).

· Source cards and Note cards explained.

· Research in Library / Computer labs throughout the week

· Multiple Choice #2 practice

Week #4
· SKILLS ~ Research process – drafting, revision, editing

· Rough draft of research paper due

· Conference with peers and instructor 

· Read “The Metamorphosis” by Franz Kafka.  A creative response will be given over the next week.

· “mini” research paper DUE  – NO EXCEPTIONS! (MAJOR GRADE)

Week #5

THEME BUILDING ~ change / control

· Class discussion/notes on Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis”

· Creative writing, Point of view and purpose / tone.

· “The Metamorphosis” test (40 minute in class response)

Week #6

· The Stronger by August Strindberg begins!  

· Class discussion / outline due 

· Review poetic terms glossary to prepare for poetry study

· In class quiz – The Stronger 

· Muliple Choice #1 and 2 due.  Self-correction for all.  Whole group engages in collaborative correcting.

· Master Research Assignment released – Decision on author and two works for research focus due next week.

Week #7

· Master Research focus due – author, works, thesis ideas

· Master Research:  Source pathfinder provided – continue gathering your sources, source cards due soon!

· Begin reviewing poetic terms glossary to prepare for poetry study – notes begin in class this week Thursday and Friday

· Research online in Computer Labs and Library – EPSCO & PROQUEST 

Week #8

· In class free response AP Exam Question #3.  The open question (
· Poetry notes continue in class; included is an introduction to rhyme and meter, Petrarchan and Shakespearean sonnets.  Norton Anthologies World Masterpieces Volumes 1 and 2 provided.

· Multiple choice #3 practice – in class and some take home poetry questions with poetry notes above for continued work.

· Research paper source cards due

· 8 sources required = 2 sources are the works under comparison, 6 sources are on the effect the author’s life had on his / her writing his / her works you are comparing (may add / revise sources after this date, as we will evaluate all sources in the LMC).

Week #9

· Begin reading Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness – reading check to follow discussion.

· Research  - LMC to evaluate sources and write out note cards.

· Begin discussion and notes of Conrad’s Heart of Darkness
· Select poems assigned for analysis – due next week

Week #10

· Continue research in LMC to evaluate sources and write note cards.  Begin to plan outline if ready to do so.

· 1st poem analysis due with initial discussion

· Research Note Cards due

· Review of AP Exam as a whole

· Reading Check quiz on Conrad’s Heart of Darkness Part I
Week #11

· Master Research Paper outlining review – Q&A

· AP exam review with multiple choice and/or free response testing in class on Wed

· Master Research Paper – Complete formal outline due

Week #12

· Poetry workshop – poem presentations introduced with ongoing notes – this workshop presentation is designed so most of the work may be completed within class time

· AP Exam review with free response testing in class

· In class time for poetry workshop and analysis.

· Continue reading Heart of Darkness  

Week #13

· Master Project complete rough draft due, title page – works cited

· Class time for poetry workshop

· Presentations for poetry workshop – MAJOR GRADE

· Review of Total AP Exam

· Master Research Paper rough drafts returned this week with comments and focus suggestions. 

Week #14

· Complete any poetry workshop presentations

· Peer and teacher conferences on rough drafts – more comments and focus suggestions.

· Discussion and notes continue for Conrad’s Heart of Darkness with in class free response to the work in preparation for the AP Exam.

· Review of total AP Exam 

· Review of past works in preparation of the AP Exam – poetry, short stories, plays, major works and major essays.

Week #15

· Publishing formats, expectations, and requirements for Master Research Project

· Review of past works in preparation of the AP Exam – poetry, short stories, plays, major works and major essays.

· Purchase your copy of Samuel Beckett’s Waiting for Godot (see your instructor if you need assistance in obtaining this work), read, outline and annotate.

Week #16

· Master Research Paper FINAL due – Complete project including source cards and notes cards – DOUBLE MAJOR GRADE

· Introduction to the Theater of the Absurd

· Discussion questions for Waiting for Godot answered online in Message Board format.  Discuss questions and scenes in class.

· Rosencratz and Guildenstern Are Dead (film based on Tom Stoppard’s play of the same title)

· Waiting for Godot & The Stronger - critical response assigned

Week #17

SKILLS ~ Tone and audience and voice.  Persuasive and Expository writing

· Exam preparation and course advice  to future AP Students – What worked?  What’s good, bad?  Strategies to be successful.

· A Vote will be taken on reading a final work for the end of the year – a selection of a modern play, short story, or novella will be given.

· Peer Evaluations of Research Papers

Week #18

· Peer Evaluations of Research Papers ~ Reflective narratives

· Theater of the Absurd continued with critical response due.

· Final reading due, outlined and annotated with your own critical response to the text.

Week #19

· Return of Master Research Paper Grading Sheet

· Final Work response discussion continues

· AP Evaluations

